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SUMMARIES VII

Modern ideas in Jewish thought than has frequently been understood. By studying
the thought of Rabbi Moshe Chefetz and some of his contemporaries, I show that the
‘separation thesis’ does not explain notable acts of translation and transfer of Early
Modern scientific knowledge into Jewish works. Early modern scholars in England and
Italy were avidly interested in physico-theology, an Early Modern synthesis of Biblical
interpretation and philosophy of the natural world. Similarly, given his familiarity with
some of these scholars’ ideas and their intellectual milieus, Chefetz’s work is shown
to be an attempt to introduce the Jewish reader to Gassendian atomism, Cartesian
optics, and new theories about the tides. Chefetz pursued this goal by presenting these
innovative ideas as the genuine meaning of Biblical verses, which according to him
provide solutions to many burning philosophical questions preoccupying contemporary
skeptics. Chefetz’s work and its influence show that his path of interpretation — the
reading of scientific ideas into religious sources and vice versa — was a prevalent
model for the embrace of Early Modern scientific ideas in Jewish theological works.

I conclude the article by arguing that the widely accepted ‘separation thesis’
should be viewed as part of a wider ‘disenchantment’ narrative of modernity, and
that further research into the reception of scientific and philosophical ideas in Jewish
works should incorporate a broader discussion of the notion of secularization and its

critics in order to create a more nuanced narrative.

PARODIC PURIM LITERATURE IN THE EARLY MODERN ERA
AND THE BAN THAT FAILED

by Roni Cohen (pp. 103-128)

During the seventeenth and the eighteenth centuries, at least six rabbinic figures
wrote against the phenomenon of reading, writing, copying, and printing ‘drunkards’
tractates,” parodic texts written in Talmudic style that described drinking and feasting
during the celebration of Purim. Although the tradition of writing and reading parodic
Talmudic tractates during Purim goes back as far as Provence and Italy in the early
decades of the fourteenth century, and although printed editions of Purim parodies
already appeared in 1513 (Pesaro) and 1552 (Venice), there are no known written
works that inveighed against the phenomenon until the middle of the seventeenth
century.

In this article, I examine the reasons for the new opposition that arose against the
already-existing, nearly three-hundred-year-old literary genre during the seventeenth

and the eighteenth centuries, its scope, and its effects. My main claim is that the



VI SUMMARIES

With the sole exception of the Sephardi community in Zamo$¢, we know of no other
Sephardic community that was established in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.
Nonetheless, Sephardic literature that was printed in mid-sixteenth-century Italy
quickly began to fill the libraries of the Jews of Poland. The Ashkenazi homiletical
literature (drush) adapted these Sephardic materials in innovative ways, and applied
them to a broad new range of contexts.

In this article, I examine the ‘Doctrine of Migration’ (Torat ha-Gerut) that was
originally formulated in medieval Spain and that substantiated the moral and spiritual
supremacy of the migrants or the foreigners (i.e., Jews) over those of local citizens.
I examine here the ways in which prominent Polish rabbis — Ephraim Luntshitz and
Judah Loew ben Bezalel (‘Maharal of Prague’) — reinterpreted and recontextualized
this doctrine. The reading of Maharal’s writings in the context of his contemporary
Polish rabbis and in comparison to his Sephardic sources allows me to reassess the
meaning of Otto Dov Kulka’s well-known discovery of the Bohemian sources that
inspired Maharal’s conceptualization of Jewish national identity.

This research serves as a case study for a wider argument: that the homiletical
writings in Early Modern Poland on topics such as migration and exile are not simply
expressions of parallel ‘exilic’ and depressed social and economic realities. Rather,
they represent a subversive attempt to undermine the sense of home that the Jews of
Poland had attained, an effort to evoke the memory of exile as a driving force for a
society that had forgotten its nomadic past.

THE SCIENTIFIC METHOD, THE ATOMIST THEORY, AND THE BIBLE
COMMENTARY OF RABBI MOSHE CHEFETZ (1664-1712)

by Ahuvia Goren (pp. 75-102)

It is common in scholarship to explain the reception of Early Modern scientific ideas
in Jewish thought as enabled by a new attitude strictly separating natural philosophy
from theology. According to this view, the synthesis of Jewish sources with Aristotelian
and Platonic sources proposed by medieval Jewish philosophers had collapsed, and
Early Modern Jewish thinkers, like many of their Protestant counterparts, realized that
these two bodies of knowledge should be handled separately, with Scripture conceived
as describing matters located in spiritual realms and natural philosophy as relating to
the experiential world.

In this article, I argue that the idea of separation between the realms of natural
philosophy and theology played a much more limited role in the reception of Early
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